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CONGREGATION © 


Lately under the 


PASTORAL CARE 
OF: THE 


Rev“ Mr. DanitL Wilcox. 


Chriſtian Friends, 


„ 2 # 
, KE VE 


was among the Complaints 


FF the Evangelical Prophet 
6339 that the Righteous periſbed 
no Man laying it to heart, 
and merciful Men were talen away 
none confidermg that they were re- 
moved from the Evil to come; they en- 
ter into Peace, and do reſt in their 
Beds, all who have walked in their 
Uprighineſs; are often houſed when 

A 2 Storms 


iv The Dedication. 


Storms are gathering: for what is the | 
Chaf to the I heat? When God ſinites 
ſuch Shepherds as were skifful, and 
faithful to feed the Flock, takes off by | 
ſudden Strokes, Men apt to Teach, 
approved and ſucceſsful Miniſters of | 
the New T eſtament, as theſe are 
Servants of diſtinguiſhed Figure in 
his Family, and in a more exalted 
extenſive Truſt, the Call is loud. 
er to ſerious Thoughtfulneſs ; and 
fuſe our Attention when theſe Call. 
are multiplied. I have Reaſon to 
believe that you whom I now ad. 
dreſs, are not without deep Thoughts 
of Heart upon the Breach which Cod 
has made upon you; the Death of you 
Miniſter is a publick Loſs, and mam) 
[hare in your preſent Grief. It wil 
be well if our Reflections are judici. 
oufly conducted, and our Sorrows flou, 
in their proper Channel. May it no, 
be ſit to enquire concerning our Im. 


— 


Pr ouęment under the Labours of avel 


i: qualify'd Minifters > Whether whel. 


thus 


it s criminal, exceedingly fa, to re- 


; 


The Dedication. v 
thus hurried from our World, it is not 
in Wrath to us, tho in Mercy to them- 
ſelves | | 


70 UR Settlement, if comfortable, 
ma not be any eaſy Thing. God make 
you Proyerful, keep you United, pre- 


1 wor e in an Aﬀair ſo nearly af- 


fe& ig mrs own Glory, your Souls Wel- 


| fare, and thai of ſurviwing Poſterity. 


Let your Eyes be to a Man who ſhall 
preach the Goſpel in its primitive Pu- 
rity, and Simplictty, one whoſe Doc- 


trines have a Witneſs within you, as 


to their being the Truths of God; that 


inſtead of lofing what has been already 
wrought, you may be further builded 
up in your moſt Holy Faith. Tho you 
miſs of a Man of the ſame Gifts with 
yozr worthy dececſed Paſtor (he was 
almoſt peculiar in many) endeavour to 
get one of the ſame Spirit, one of 
Chriſt's furniſhing, the glorious Head 
of the Church; and wham he will de- 
light to Honour. 


vi The Dedication. 


THE Choice which you ek 1 
me, to perform this lf Office | 
1. 2 to the deceaſed, encourages I ; 

that this goers of Freedom I uſe, | 
wil — be unacceptable. My Prayers 


ſpall aſcend a yours, for another 
Paſtor after God s Heart, who ſhall 
come to you in the Fulne 1 of the Bleſe 


fing of the Goſpel of Chriſt : better 7 


cannot wiſh you, and by is the un- 
feigned Reſolution, as it has alrea dy 
been the Practice, 


Of, Chriſtians, 
Your faithful Friend, 


©, and Servant, 
Manfel's Street, ID 
Apr, 23+ 1733. 45 N 8 
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Ps ALM XXXI V. 


Into thine hand I commit my Spirit : 


thou haſt redeemed me, O Lord 
God of truth. 


s Portion of Scripture, upon 
{ fr} which, at your requeſt, I am now 


(R517 


DX 1 to diſcourſe, was the laſt Subject 
10 5 

worthy Paſtor. One more fit he 
could not have choſen, had he ſeen that 
his Departure was at Hand. A man of his 
Piety, muſt himſelf have done with freedom 
of Mind, what he then recommended to 


you; committed his Spirit, all that concerned 


him for both Worlds, into a Redeemer's 
Hands: Thus, it was like his being anointed 
for his Burial. God took him at his Word, 
his Labours and Sufferings being deemed 
ſufficient; a Reflection which wiſely im- 
prov'd ſhould moderate the common Grief: 
for who doubts, that although no more with 
us, he is with Chriſt, which is far better ? 
Methinks I hear the ſoft flowing Eloquence, 
with which he did expatriate on this Paſ- 
B ſage ; 


$22 open'd to you by your late very 


* E 
2 a —— — + — — ¶ —ͤ 
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ſage ; the moving, affecting Turns, almoſt 
peculiar to this Preacher of Righteouſnels, 
by which he ſtrove to impreſs your Minds, 
and ſpirit you to the Duty in the Text. 
So eſſential a part of Religion this is, that 
Strangers to it, however ſpecious their Pro- 
feſſion, muſt be miſerable while they live, 
and everlaſtingly undone, without a thorough 
Change. Here is another dying Preacher, 
(for the Treaſure is in earthen Veſſels) called 
by this awful Providence to ſpeak to a Mul- 
titude of dying Hearers; God grant us both 
to do from our Hearts what we ſhall /ay, 
and hear, that we may be found ready, how- 
ever ſeemingly haſty the Call, and even ſud- 
den Death prove ſudden Glory. May this 
be the Day of Power, in which Sinners are 
made willing ; and every Branch of our Fa- 
ther's Family here before God, be ſo helped 
to recognize his Authority, and refer their 
All to his Son's Care, as may turn to the beſt 
Account, Living, Dying, and after Death. 
The Words I have read, were uttered by 
David; a very great, yet a very good Man. 
He had acquainted himſelf with God; neither 
the Heights of Proſperity, broke off the Cor- 
reſpondence, or the oppoſite Extreme: tho 
tew met with greater Variety; were more 
exalted, and depreſſed, toſſed, diſtreſſed, and 
comforted, than he. The Scriptures he had to 
converſe with, compared with ours, were an 
incompleat Revelation; it is plain however, 
that he gathered from them the Doctrine 


of 
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of Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt (the Glory of 
the Goſpel under both Teſtaments) that of 


the ſupreme Godhead of his Saviour, and ſo 


his being equal to whatever he might wanr, 
or expect from him. The committing his 
Soul into theſe hands, would have been a 
raſh, and obviouſly dangerous Act, but up- 
on theſe Principles: and his Example, de- 
ſerv'd Abhorrence, rather than Imitation, 
Yes, he was no mean Proficient in divine 
things, who could in the appropriating 
Language of Faith, ſay, Thou haſt redeemed 
me; O Lord God of Truth. That David 
being in great Diſtreſs, ſo as that Life was 
in Danger, he here addreſſed himſelf to God, 
and meant no more in theſe Words, than 
Lord I put my Life in thine Hand, who 
haſt often in critical times delivered me, and 
ſo kept thy Covenant-Promiſe ſacred, and 
inviolate, is a poor, and wretchedly im- 
perfect Interpretation. I am greatly miſ- 
taken, if much more be not included in this 


2 Paſſage. His Shirit ſignifies his Soul, and the 


Redemption which he attributes to the Lord 
God of Truth, the Spiritual, and Eternal 
Redemption of which Chriſt is the Author 
to all who believe, and obey. Nor was there. 
any thing proper, or peculiar to this Man 


of God, either in Sentiment, or Practice: 


All God's People are taught of him, who 
makes wiſe to Salvation; they know in 
whom they believe, and do deliberately in- 


truſt their Redeemer with the keeping of 
Sc their 
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their Souls ; fully perſuaded that he is able to 
keep them from falling, and preſerve them 
blameleſs to his heavenly Kingdom. 

The two following Heads compriſe in 


them what is needful to be ſaid under the 


Do#rinal Part: we ſhall then proceed, 
having diſpatched them, to the Practical 
Application, and Improvement of this Sub- 
ject. 

I. Here is a very inſtructive and ex- 
plicit Profeſſion of David's Faith : he 
fears not to call Chriſt, the Lord God 
of” Truth, who had redeemed him. 

II. We have an Account of what he did, 
as well as of what he /azd. 


A more important and abſolutely neceſſary 
inſtance of Obedience could not be couched 


under fewer Words: I commit my Spirit 
(fays he) into my Saviour's Hand, nor can ! 


do him more Honour who has redeemed it. 


We ſhall diſtinctly _ the Faith, and ; 


Practice, of the Royal Pſalmiſt, and ſhew 


their beautiful Conſiſtence: that all of us 


may walk according to this Rule, and mind 


theſe things. 


I. We ſhall take Notice of David's Faith. ? 
He was a Scribe well inſtructed to the King- 7 
dom of Heaven. He believed in God, and 
believed alſo in Chriſt; this is Life Eternal: 


and he ſhall another Day appear at the Head 
of 
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of thoſe Witneſſes, who riſe up to condemn 
ſuch as deny the Lord that bought them. 
Under his fainter Light, he kept clear of 
their Abſurdity, that rob him of proper, by 
which I mean Divinity Abſolute and Su- 
preme, yet compliment him with the Title 
of their Saviour; nor would he own any for 
his Redeemer, of whom he could not pre- 
2 dicate infinite Perfections. Say that Chriſt 
is called God with reſpect to the Authority, 
or Dominion delegated to him by the Fa- 
ther, how are we to underſtand the double 
Stile Lord God? If we do not acknowledge 
that it implies neceſſary Exiſtence, as well 
2 as a Right to govern, the Godhead of the 
Father can no more be concluded from the 
2 Aſcription of theſe Characters to him, than 
that of the Son: Yet in the firſt Caſe we 
2 do, and warrantably, admit the conſequence, 
7 Beſides, he throws an Eprther peculiarly 
2 ſtrong and fignificant into his Deſcription, 
do render it yet more diſcriminating, and in- 
telligible: Lord God of Truth, was the well 
known Name of the God of the Jes. 
| } This exprefles his abſolute, eternal, im- 
mutable Excellency and Glory; that his 
Mord can no more change than his Nature; 
that he is moſt fafely truſted as to whatever 
be has promiſed to give, be, or do. Heaven 
and Earth ſhall paſs away, but his Word 


Kings viii. 23. Micah vii. 17, 18, 19, 20. Pal. bed. 
| 4 225 23, 24, Se. 


fi ſhall 
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ſhall not paſs away. His Mind can never alter 


becauſe, all things in their ſucceſſive order of | 


appearing preſent to him ; and what is there 
that can controul Omnipotence ? 


But it may be ſaid, that I beg the queſtion; 


that here is no mention made of Chriſt; that 


David was a Stranger to our pretended Or- 
thodoxy ; and matters of ſuch moment ſhould 


not be roundly aſſerted, but upon rational 


Evidence. 

To which I reply, thus, 

That Chriſt is not ſyllabically mentioned 
in the Text, is allowed; but it does not fol- 


low that he is not the principal Party refered 
to in it. There is no better Comment upon 
Scripture than Scripture; we muſt compare 
ſpiritual things with ſpiritual; admit 7a- | 


tural Deductions from the Whole as Parts of 


the Revelation, or we ſhall inevitably- curtail : 


and maim it., If Chriſt be elſewhere ſpoken 
of in the ſame Phraſe, or with the greateſt 
Reſemblance of Diction, if nothing forbids our 
applying the Matter of what is here affirmed, 


t him, why ſhould we be ſhy of it? Why | 
not agree about the Perſon to whom the De- 


{cription anſwers ? 


Now, does not our Redeemer mention | 
David's calling him Lord, in the Spirit? or 
under his ſpecial Impullc and Influence? 
Recollect Thomas's noble confeflion when he 
was delivered from the Hurries of an unbeliey- 


1 I 7 i At 
Mat. xxii. 43, 44, 45 
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ing Heart, my Lord, and my God. Is he 
not the Truth, as well as the Way, and the 
Lies? God's righteous Servant? The faith- 
ful and true Witneſs *? Are not theſe Chriſt's 
New Teſtament Names, and what he was 
known by under the Old? Has he not been 
actually to you Chriſtians the Lord God of 


Truth? Say ſo then, and the leſs Weight 
his Name has with others, be doubly zea- 


lous to exalt it, and make it honourable. 
Remember that the Word which was made 


Fleſh, was with God, and was God; that 


> 3onoTug * , andievTorpdTup *, which fignify abſo- 
> lute Lordſhip, and boundleſs Power, are a- 
mong the Saviour's recorded Glorys. I think 
they muſt ſtrain hard, who apply them to 


$ 


any other, and that there is no Difficulty in 


either Context to prove them to be attri- 
buted to Chriſt. 


Well then, the Way thus far prepared, we 


1 will ſuppoſe holy David in the Language he 
uſed, thinking as he ſpoke, did publickly 
avow the unpopular Doctrine of his Savi- 
Zour's Divine Perſonality: that he was God 


Almighty, All- ſufficient, without Robbery 


HE... ts 


equal with him whoſe Godhead is uncon- 
tecſted. That he was inſtructed in his nediatory 
| Relation, and fully aſſured from the abſolute 
Perfection of his Nature, that he was fur- 
Rniched for his Work, and did fave to the ut- 


5 John xiv. 6. Ia. Iii. 11 


Rev. i. 5. jude iv. Rev. i. 8. 


moſt 
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moſt all that came to God by him; that his 

Redeemer was Lord of all, and over all God 
bleſſed for ever. God by Nature: Lord of 
the dead and living Seed he undertook for, as 
God-man ; his Authority in this complex Cha- | 
racer ſufficiently eſtabliſhed: therefore Wiſ- 
dom, Goodneſs, Power, Fidelity, and whatever | 
elſe can be taken into the Notion of a Re- 
deemer, into whoſe Hands a thoughtful Man 
would commit his Spirit, fully found in this 
Lord God of Truth. He ſaw him capable of | 
ſuffering, and of fatisfying ; removing every | 
Obſtruction in the way of his Happineſs, | 
and procuring whatever might perfect his 
Felicity; both, as ſtipulated Articles, be- 
tween the Father and Son, which forbad all 
Vergings towards Dubiouſneſs of Mind, in re- | 
ference to the Event. He knew that his Re- 
deemer liv'd; was the living one who had 
Life in himſelf, and gave it to all chat were 
given him: that God had laid our Help upon 
one that was mighty, and that in him who- 
ſoever believed he ſhou'd not be brought to 
Confuſion. If any judge it ſtrange, that! 
Knowledge thus comprehenſive and clear, 
ſhou'd reach even the beſt of Men at ſuch al 
diſtance from the Incarnation of Chriſt, it is 
enough to ſay, we are aſſured by an unex-| 
ceptionable hand that the Goſpel was preach-| 
ed to them (the 1/raelztes) as well as unto} 

us: if it was, that part of God's Counſel 


— et > 


Heb. iv. 2. 
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which I have mentioned, could not have 
been withheld from them : for the Doctrine 
of Chriſt's Mediation is the very Subſtratum 
of the whole Goſpel Scheme; and that of his 
Godhead (not figurative but proper) the very 
formal Reaſon of Faith and Obedience. 

A wile Man thinks before he acts; does 
not diſpoſe of 4% matters without anſwer- 
able Satisfaction; of his Soul he will not, till 
every Scruple removed, and he has ſome de- 
gree of Confidence that no hazard is run in 
the making that part of his laſt Will and 
Teſtament, which he purpoſes never to re- 

„ voke; and compared with which thouſands 

SF: of Gold and Silver, are but Show, Trifle, al- 

together Vanity, ſcarce worth the mention; 

I, therefore add, 


P II. As the Text is an Abridgment of Da- 
d «ids Faith, in Points fitly accounted he firſt 


Principles of a Saint; or the capital Articles 


nf: of a good Man's Creed; ſo it gives us a 
-F: Sketch of his Practice, at leaſt of one impor- 
tant branch of the Duty and Obedience 
A which is never neglected but at the viſible 
„ hazard of the Soul. He deliberately, and 
a] with the ſull Conſent of his Mind, commit- 
5 ted his Spzri into his hand who redeemed 
i; i. e. his Perſon, his Body and Soul, and 
3 would, in conſequence, take care of both: 
of . d. tho the outer Man periſh, it matters 


ell but little ſo that my Soul be ſafe. If the 
> Redeemer admit of the Dedication I now 
= | 8 make, 
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make, of this ſolemn Pequeſt, in my return- 
ing this Spirit to him who twice gave it, 
created it when it was not, and recovered it 
by Price and Power when ſorfeited into the 
hands of Juſtice ; all ſhall be well. This 
very Body ſhall fleep in him, my Grave prove 
4 Bed in which I enter into Reſt; it ſhall at 
his ſecond Coming be brought with him, 
changed, glorified; in my Fleſh ſhall I ſee 
God, and be my whole felt for ever with 
the Lord. To whom elle ſhould I go, ſince 
he has the Words of eternal Lite? Or why 
doubt I of his readineſs to receive me, who 
will come from Heaven to prepare a place 
for me? | 

Upon a like melancholy Occaſion with this', 
I was call'd to treat upon this Subject, from 
another Text * ; this does a little cramp my 
Thoughts: however if you do attend to the 
following Perticulars, you may find an uſeful 
Variety. 

David does here conſider himſelf as a dy- 
ing Man. Remembered that there was a Part 
of him that would ſurvive. That if this 
were not now ſecured of happy Being after 


Death, he muſt be wretched for ever. That 


his Redeemer's were the only hands, where he 
could lodge this Truſt, and whence he might 
expect the wiſhed for Happineſs. Hence, 
coolly and as I ſhall ſhew you, moſt rationally 


: The Reverend Mr. IIill's Funeral Sermon. 


ern. 


does 
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does he form, and execute the Defign of thus 
| laying up a good Foundation againſt the time 


to come, that he might not miſs, when every 
> Creature fail'd him, of eternal Life. 


Theſe things were not lightly examined, 
ſeen indiſtinctly, and at a diſtance, but reali- 
zed, pondered in his heart, till the Fire 


burned, then ſpake he with his Tongue. Be- 


lieving with the heart, as well as confeſſing 
with his Mouth the Lord Jeſus ; honouring 
the Son, even as he honoured the Father, 
with Worſhip for kind and degree peculiar 
to God, as molt reaſonable Service. 

I/. David does here look upon himſelf as 
a dying Man, a Sojourner on Earth as all his 


Fathers were, one who in the midſt of Life 


was in Death ; his Life a Vapour, and he 
at his beſt State altogether Vanity. He knew 
that he had here no continuing, or abiding 
City; that he was a Tenant at Will, that 
might be inſtantly removed without formal 
2 Warning, by the great Lord of Life. 

| Juſt way of Thinking, defirable Caſt of 
> Mind! the living have Hints innumerable, 


boch in God's Word, and his World, by 


> what they ſee, hear, feel, whence to know that 


they muit die; but how few comparatively 
lay this to Heart? Death is a leſs grateful 
Subject of Contemplation ; and the Grave 
* ſprings up ſuch Gloom and Melancholy, fo 
| ſhades this World's Beauties, and enervates 
2 what we too fondly incline to, that we avoid 


5 x ; ; 
es much as may be, the diſcomforting 


C 2 Theme, 


| 
| 
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Theme. Death ſurpriſes Thouſands, while 


they are but beginning to live ; and too ma- 
ny who in the Vanity of their Hearts talked 
of living always, and never ſeeing Death. 
Tho never ſo many Years have paſſed over 
their Heads, hey die immaturely, out + 
time ; for a Sinner an hundred years old, 
accurſed. Theſe earthly Houſes of our Ta- 
bernacles are Buildings of God; the Struc- 
ture elegant and commodious ; but Sin has 
ſo ſhatter'd it, as that its Diftbledion } is un- 
avoidable. By one Man Sin enter'd into the 
World, and Death by Sin; ſo Death paſſeth 
upon all Men, becauſe all Men have ſinned. 
"Tis now appointed to all Men once to die ; 
the Duſt muſt return to its Duſt as it was: and 
theſe Bodies be new made. The difterence 
between what they now are, and what they 
ſhall be, fo remarkable, as without abuſe of 
Language to be ſpiritual Bodies, that they 
may be equal ro the unknown Pains and 
Pleaſures of the State of Blits or Horror, in 
which they ſhall be immorral; that they may | 
jointly with the Saints and Sinners Souls, ſuſ- 
tain the Joys or Anguith they ſhall everlaſt- | 
ingly feel, as they have now ſowed to the | 
Fleſh, or to the Spirit. | 
This naturally enlarges my Thoughts, and | 
carries us to the 
2d Remark. As David well knew he was | 
a dying Man, ſo it is plain he knew that all | 
of him did not die: but there was a part, 


the moſt valuable by far, which ſhou'd ſur- | 
vive. 


| led by his Spirit, guided by his Counſel : not 
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vive. That a deathleſs Inhabitant did then re- 
ſide in that Houſe of Clay whoſe Foundation 
was in the Duſt. A Jewel of ineſtimable 
Worth lay in that Cheſt. He was ſo much 
a2 Philoſopher, as to underſtand that Spirit and 
Matter, were widely different; that the 


thinking, reaſoning, joying, grieving, Hop- 


ing, fearing, part of him, was not that Lump 


of Earth impregnated, which the World be- 


held, but an invifible rational Agent, ſelf 


conſcious; which tho we know little or no- 
thing of its ſimple abſtract Nature, for di- 
ſtinction s fake, we call the Soul. That we are 


| a Compoſitum, act by mechanical Rules, at 
Death are like the Brutes, our very Being 


ceaſing, no danger therefore of Accounts, is 


ſuch a Stretch, as the Royal Author, prompt 
as his Genius, and molt defirable as his Ad- 


vantages for improving his Mind, had not 


da ttained to. It ſeems abundantly clear, that 
as he knew he had a Body which muſt be 
Food for Worms, he was as well aſſured he 
had a Soul that was capable of Converſe 
with Holy Angels. Purgatory and Soul- 
| lleeping, are novel Inventions ; but you 
> know, that in the laſt times, ſuch Dreams, 
4 Dorages, Blaſphemies, all chat is contrary 
to ſound Doctrine are to make a Puſh ; and 

happy are they who in an Hour of Tempta- 
tion maintain their Uprightneſs; and are not 


| offended in Chriſt. 


David was a Man after God' s own Heart, 


that 
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that ſupernatural Aid was neceſſary to pro- 
duce a Conviction which cannot but ariſe 
from a Review of our own Make ; tho what 
followed upon this, was without queſtion 
the Work of God. If no Man can call Chriſt 
Lord, but by the Spirit, I ſee not how he 
can unfeignedly commit himſelf to him, but 
thro' the ſame all- powerful, eternal Lord the 
Spirit, There 1s a wide Difterence between 
knowing that I have a Soul, and the putting 
It as a folemn Act of Religion into Chriſt's 
Hands: for the firſt natural Light will fuf- 
ice, but the other requires ſuperior Teach- 
ings and ſpecial Grace, to carry me to the 
adequate Object of my Faith and Confidence, 
and enable me to diſcharge acceptably one of 
the moſt affecting momentous Services prac- 
ticable in the preſent State. 
3diy, It is further intimated in the Text, 
that David taw if he did not now take care to 
provide this Soul of happy Being after Death, 
he muſt be to an Extremity, and everlaſt- 
ingly miſerable. That this was the accepted 
time, and the day of Salvation; to day, 
while it is called to day. That he was now 
to make Friends, that when Heart or Fleſh 
failed, he might be received into everlaſting 
Habitations, lift up his Head, have Confi- 
dence beſore his Judge, and neither be a- 
ſhamed, or afraid at his Coming. That while 
God waited upon him in his great Long-ſuf- 
tering, he was to prepare an Ark to the ſav- 
ing of himſelf; or rather flee for Refuge to 


lay 
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lay hold on the Hope ſet before him. He 
knew that all Knowledge, Counſel, Device, 
Working, ceaſed in the Grave; that the 
dead prais'd not God; nor was there room 
| | left for Repentance, when the limited Space 
for our Trial expired: that there could not 
therefore be a Minute's Delay, which did not 
- | expoſe his Folly, and endanger his Happi- 


neſs. 


How will his Example confound Numbers, 
who might ſee as it were Face to Face, what 
> | he beheld thro' a Glaſs, and darkly, yet re- 
main uninfluenced by the Revelation which 
has brought Lite and Immortality to Light? 
Are as unattentive to Soul matters, as if a 
future World, a reckoning Day, an Heaven, 
and an Hell, Salvation and Deſtruction both 
from God, were Chat for Babes? The Brood- 
ings of an over-heated Fancy, but contem 

tible to Men of free Enquiry, and cloſe - 
Thought? God knows, that too many of 

theſe living Contradictions, theſe unbelieving 
irreligious Profeſſors, may be pointed at in 

our day. This is among the humbling To- 
kens which are upon us, tho we are drink- 

ing Wine, and ſlaying Oxen, when called to 
Baldneſs, and girding with Sackcloth: And is 
it reaſonable to imagine, that ſuch as not on- 
ly live without God in the World, but walk 

contrary to him, declare this their Sin as So- 
am, and hide it not; they who caſt off the 
Reſtraints which render many an impious 

Creature leſs groſly offenſive, do _ of 

- | their 
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their Soul's worth, its Danger, the Neceſſity of 
looking out quickly, ſeriouſly for its future | 
well being? He that thinks ſo, exceeds in 
Charity, or Folly: Charity takes the Per- 
ſons of Men under its Wing, but is not of 
the right Stamp when engaged in giving 
Protection to their Sins. 

4 y, David having gone the juſt men- 
tioned Lengths, faw his Redeemer's to be the 
only ſafe hands, in which to depoſit ſo great 
a Truſt; or whence he could expect the 
deſired Happineſs. That the Man was curſed | 
who truſted in Man, made Fleſh his Arm, | 
his Heart departing from the living God. 
That Angels were but miniſtring Spirits to 
the Heirs of Salvation; and their Servants, 
could not be their Saviours. Probably he had 
tried all other Expedients, turned over in his 
capacious Mind whatever Fleſh and Blood | 
upon cloſe Conſultation with them, could | 
ſuggeſt, before he ſettled. He made large 
Searches, but no place found for the Sole 
of his Foot, whatſoever Scope he had in- 
dulged, till he came to build on that Foun- 
dation Which God has laid, elect and pre- 
cious. 

I the rather incline to this way of think- | 
ing, becauſe the Scripture abundantly in- 
ſtructs us as to our Natural Averſeneſs to the 
Goſpel Method of Salvation; to the Saviour] 
himſelf, the Nature of his Salvation, but eſ- 
pecially his way of intereſting his People in 
it: and I perſuade myſelf, that the beſt a- 

mong 
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mong us, have more or leſs, found their Ex- 


| periences ſuit to this account of things. We 


have look'd for Happineſs in the World 
too much; too long been raiſing goodly 


hopes from Works of Righteouſneſs which 
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we have done, or fully purpoſed to do; nor 
were we alive, till we ſaw ourſelves dead; 
brought into the way of Salvation till brought 


home to Chriſt, the Shepherd and Biſhop 


of Souls; whoſe is the only Name given un- 
der Heaven among Men by which they can 
be ſaved. Happy they who ſee that they 
are compleat in Chriſt, tho undone without 
him. This Knowledge neceffarily precedes 
all ſaving Applications to him, as Life goes 
before Motion or Action ; for it is the Cauſe, 


| Reaſon, Principle of both. The whole have 
no need of the Phylician, or value for him, 
but they that are ſick. While we can find 


any other Refuge, however falſe and unſafe, 


| theſe miſerable Comforters, failing Waters, 
will be reſorted to. None ever lodged their 
> Souls with Chriſt, who were not made to 
'* ſee that he could be that to them, and do 
that for them, that univerſal Nature could 
neither be, or do. Such Convictions were 


fully formed in the Mind of the Royal Pſal- 


miſt ; or his could not have been an Action 

worthy of a Man of Thought and Judg- 

ment. When, by | 

Fly, He made an impartial Reſignation of 

his Soul to Chriſt, one of the higheſt nobleſt 

Acts of Faith. Depending upon his Righte- 
1 ouſneſs 
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ouſneſs to juſtify from the Guilt, and his 
precious Blood to cleanſe from all Filthineſs 
of Fleſh or Spirit, contracted by Sin. His 
Power, Goodneſs, Veracity, to carry him 
ſafely thro' the remaining Difficulties of Lite, 
and the foreſeen Struggles of a dying Hour. 
To bruiſe Satan under his Feet, and bring 
him off more than a Conqueror; receive his 
departing Spirit, and conduct it to the peace- 
ful Realms above, where Sin being a Stran- 
ger, Peace muſt be as a River, and Joy as a 
Flood: nothing annoy World without end. 

Wiſe the Choice, judicious the Surrender, 
calm his Mind in the Survey! O that each of 
us were helped to do likewiſe, and we might 
then ſay without Heſitation, be blameleſs in 
the Speech, let us go and die alſo. 

The Conduct has enough to defend it, if 
we draw the whole Caſe, as it appeared to | 
Dawid, into this ſhort View; he knew that! 
the Redeemer of his Soul /oved it well; that! 
as he was the Lord God, he had Ability ſuf- 
ficient to perfect all that concerned it; and 
as the Lord God of Truth, he ſtood under! 
{ome ſpecial Engagements, to exert this Power, 
and ditplay this Love, which he could not 
fail of diſcharging. Thoughts which weigh- | 
ed, do vindicate his Conduct, and throw a | 
peculiar Beauty upon it. 38 

1. He reaſonably committed his Spirit in- 
to Chriſt's Hand, becauſe as his Redeemer, he 
muſt know that he /ov'd it. The Proof of his 
Affection in dying, that we might live thro Þ 

his! 


4 
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his Name, he ſaw in the Light of Faith, 
which is the Evidence of unſeen Things, as 
certainly future; as we by the ſame Faith 
reſt upon the Merit of that Atonement, ſo 
many Ages removed from the time in which 
he made his Soul a Sacrifice for Sin. Did he 
lay down the full Price? Strong his Affection 
if we think what this was. When we are 
tempted to doubt of this, it would not be 
improper to aſk ourſelves this plain queſtion, 
If he did not moſt dearly love us, to what 
purpoſe was all this Coſt? And if he did, 
and does, laid down one Life, and is now 
employing another to ſhew it, how decent 
this Acknowledgment of his Right? This Re- 
turn for his Love, who when once we give 
him our Hearts ſees of the travail of his 
Soul, and is ſatisfied? It never conſtrains us 
as it ſhould, rill quitting all foreign Claims 
and Service, we thus kiſs the Son; put the 
Souls he has purchaſed, under his Patronage ; 
fully aſſured he will in the beſt way care for 
them ; and reſt in his Love. As this is do- 
ing our Duty to our Saviour, ſo it is a moit 
wiſely proſecuting our own Intereſt; for 
having loved us as his own, he will love us 
to the end, nor ſhall any Creature ſeparate 
us: our Names are now engraven upon the 

Palms of his Hands; every want and burthen 
| continual before him. A Woman may for- 

get the ſucking Child, her Compaſſions be 
> reſtrained to the Son of her Womb, but he 
numbers the very Hairs of their Heads, nor 

D 2 can 
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can his People whom he has redeemed be 
ever forgotten. In ſome, Love 1s ſeparated 
from Power, and tho they may wiſh us well, 
they cannot do us any conſiderable Service. 
It is not thus in the Caſe before us; I 
therefore add, 

2dly, That David ſaw Power belong'd to 
that Lond God, into whoſe Hands he com- 
mitted his Spirit. All Power in Heaven, 
and Earth. He could not have been a Re- 
deemer worthy of the Father's Appointment, 
or the Saints Choice, was his Arm ſhortened, 
tho his Heart large : but Chriſt 1s a Prince, 
as well as a Saviour; made the Worlds, ſuſ- 
tains them, and is able to ſubdue all things 
to himſelf. He will make this Power known, 
in bringing all his incorrigible Enemies un- 
der his Feet, taking Vengeance on ſuch as 
would not know him, or obey his Goſpel : 
in pardoning, ſubduing, and purging away 
his Peoples Sins; carrying the devout Souls 
at Death to Glory, gathering and reanima- 
ting your widely ſeparated Duſt, when the 
end of all things at hand, and the Thrones 
ſer for Judgment; in opening the Gates of 
Hell, and the whole inviſible State, ſo as 
that none can ſhut them; and fo ſhutting 
as that none ſhall open them for ever. This 
Faith, theſe Hopes filled holy Stephen's Mind, 
when ſtoning him, he call'd upon God, ſay- 


ing, Lord Jeſus receive my Spirit ', ', He knew, | 


2 Adds vii. 59. 


that 
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that when he put his Soul into the Re- 
deemer's Hands, he intruſted it with God: 
who being greater than all, and compared 
with whom none is good, his Hopes could 
not miſcarry ; and that if he was quickly to 
be with him in Paradiſe, tho' the way rough, 
the end would be Peace. Was Chriſt the 
God of the Jews, and is he not the God of 
the Gentiles alſo? Had they ſuch ſolid Faith 
in his Power to fave, and ſhall we fall be- 
neath them in Duty, who ſo far excel them 
in Privilege? God forbid. Was he able as 
willing to fave David's and Stephens Souls 
with an eternal Salvation? No number of 
Ages intervening can weaken or abate in- 
' finite Power: it follows then, that Chriſt 
being the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for 
ever, without Variableneſs, or the Shadow of 
turning, we want not for fit Encouragement 
to imitate their bright Examples; and are 
both weak and wicked, if we do not. 
' 3dly, There is one Thought more, plainly 
| ſuggeſted, ſhewing the Propriety of David's 
Conduct, viz. That as his Redeemer was 
the Lord God of Truth, he ſtood under ſome 
> ſpecial Engagements, to manifeſt this Power, 
and Love, in the Salvation of his People's 
© Souls, nor could fail of acquitting himſelf 
© faithfully. Chriſt was a Surety to his Fa- 
ther for his People; the Countel of Peace 
was between them both. They are often 


* Zcch. vi. 13. 


mention'd 
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mention'd as a Gift, but yet as a Truſt, for 
which the Redeemer became moſt volunta- 
rily reſponſible : and ſo faithful is he that 
has promiſed, who alſo will do it. The | 


Power of Chriſt feeds many a pleaſant 


Thought, in a devout Mind; indeed he is 
altogether Lovely: how ſweet the Repaſt, | 
when we ſet ourſelves to trace the Wonders | 
of ſuch unprecedented zealous Charity, or 
Affection, as paſſes comprehenſive Know- 
ledge ? But this all-gracious, all-mighty Sa- 
viour ſtanding under Bonds to make me fit | 
for Heaven, and then take me to it, this 


Thought compleats my Confidence, and 


ſhould give the moſt plentiful Flow to my 


Joy. God the Father, ſpeaking of his Son, 


as Mediator, told the World that he was his 
righteous Servant; and Chriſt under the ſame 


Character, and Relation, has returned the 
Language ; as publickly declared that he had 
a righteous Father. Doubtleſs, he had an 
Eye to this, when they were his laſt Words, 
Father, into thine hands I commend my 
Spirit; having thus ſaid, he gave up the 
Ghoſt. g. d. Thou haſt promiſed that low as 
I am now brought, in fulfilling the Com- 
mandment I have received from thee, thine 
Holy one ſhall not fee Corruption; that 
tho I am bruiſed, put to Grief, thus 
ſtricken for the Tranſgreſſion of my Peo- 
ple, and am to have my Grave with the 


3 Compare Iſaiah liii. 11. with John xvii. 25. 
> Luke xxiii. 40. 
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Wicked, yet I ſhall divide the Spoil with the 
Strong: I do not ſtagger thro' Unbelief, but 
yield my Soul to thee in full Aſſurance of 
thy Veracity. What was Reaſon ſufficient to 
determine our Saviour, thus, in his laſt Mo- 
ment, muſt be fit to incline us to the ſame 
awful Service, and defend us in the Diſcharge 
of it. Did he truſt his Father as Righteous, 
with a departing Spirit? So ſhould we our 
2 Redeemer, with ours; nor dare to call his 
Fidelity in Queſtion, whom the Father has 
pronounced Righteous. 

Enough has been ſaid, under the, Do&#ri- 
nal Part of the Subject; let us bring things 
2 nearer, by a particular Application. 
> God has diſtinguiſhed our human Nature, 
with rational, intelligent, immortal Souls, let 
us enquire ſeriouſly, what we have done 
with them; what we have done for them: 
in whoſe Hands they are, under whoſe Direc- 
tion, or at whoſe Diſpoſal. God has ſhown 
great regard to them; they are his Off- ſpring, 
who is the Father of Spirits; what has he 
left undone, neceſſary to their preſent and 
endleſs Happineſs, who ſent his Son to ſeek 
and ſave them when loſt? Are they ſo dear 
to him, who beſt knows their Nature, and 
Worth, what Thoughts have we had about 
the principal Pieces of ourſelves? How has 
their Value, and Danger, affected us? Queſ- 
tions of greater weight, and more becoming 
the dignity of our Natures cannot be put: 
nor are the Trifles which depend upon our 
= Re- 
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mention'd as a Gift, but yet as a Truſt, for | 


which the Redeemer became moſt volunta- 
rily reſponſible : and ſo faithful is he that 


has promiſed, who alſo will do it. The | 
Power of Chriſt feeds many a pleaſant | 
Thought, in a devout Mind ; indeed he is | 
altogether Lovely: how ſweet the Repaſt, | 


when we ſet ourſelves to trace the Wonders 
of ſuch unprecedented zealous CHarity, or 
Aſfection, as paſſes comprehenſive Know- 


ledge ? But this all-gracious, all-mighty Sa- 
viour ſtanding under Bonds to make me fit | 


for Heaven, and then take me to it, this 
Thought compleats my Confidence, and 


ſhould give the molt plentiful Flow to my 


Joy. God the Father, ſpeaking of his Son, 
as Mediator, told the World that he was his 


righteous Servant ; and Chriſt under the fame} 
Character, and Relation, has returned the! 
Language; as publickly declared that he had 

a righteors Father *, Doubtleſs, he had an! 


Eye to this, when they were his laſt Words, 
Father, into thine hands I commend my 


Spirit +; having thus ſaid, he gave up the 


Ghoſt. 9. d. Thou haſt promiſed that low as 


I am now brought, in fulfilling the Com- 
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mandment I have received from thee, thine | 


Holy one ſhall not fee Corruption; that! 
tho I am bruiſed, put to Grief, thus!“ 
ſtricken for the Tranſgreſſion of my Peo- ! 
ple, and am to have my Grave with the!“ 


Compare Iſaiah liii. 11. with John xvii. 25. 
> Luke Xxiii. 40. 
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Wicked, yet I ſhall divide the Spoil with the 
Strong: I do not ſtagger thro' Unbelief, but 
yield my Soul to thee in full Aſſurance of 
thy Veracity. What was Reaſon ſufficient to 
determine our Saviour, thus, in his laſt Mo- 
ment, muſt be fit to incline us to the ſame 


awful Service, and defend us in the Diſcharge 


of it. Did he truſt his Father as Righteous, 
with a departing Spirit? So ſhould we our 


Redeemer, with ours; nor dare to call his 


Fidelity in Queſtion, whom the Father has 


pronounced Righteous. 


Enough has been ſaid, under the, Do&ri- 


nal Part of the Subject; let us bring things 
nearer, by a particular Application. 


God has diſtinguiſhed our human Nature, 
with rational, intelligent, immortal Souls, let 
us enquire ſeriouſly, what we have done 


with them; what we have done for them: 
in whoſe Hands they are, under whoſe Direc- 
tion, or at whoſe Diſpoſal. God has ſhown 
great regard to them; they are his Off- ſpring, 
who is the Father of Spirits; what has he 
lueft undone, neceſſary to their preſent and 
endleſs Happineſs, who ſent his Son to ſeek 
and fave them when loſt? Are they ſo dear 
to him, who beſt knows their Nature, and 
Worth, what Thoughts have we had about 
the principal Pieces of ourſelves? How has 
cheir Value, and Danger, affected us? Queſ- 
tions of greater weight, and more becoming 
the dignity of our Natures cannot be put: 
nor are the Trifles which depend upon our 
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Reſolutions. We are either in a State of Na- 
ture or a State of Grace; in Chriſt's or in 
the Devil's hands; are fenced and ſheltered 
againſt all the Curſes of a broken Law, or 
lie open to theſe deſtructive Thunders ; have 
all our Hope in this Life, and Portion in it, 
or more extended Views and Expectations of 
Happineſs; and are in defirable, or moſt 
wretched Circumſtances, as one or the other 
of the Deſcriptions takes in our Caſe, 

/, Have you been making Proviſion for 
the Fleſh, to fulkll the Luſts of it? What 
God numbers among his Jewels, has this 
been Lumber to you, overlook'd, or thrown 
aſide ? Have you been occupying with every 
other Talent, yet never put this to the Ex- 
changers ? In ſhort, have you been carking 
and catering for a vile Body, and lighted 
a Soul whole Redemption is too Precious 


for all in this World to procure? If fo, Þ 
ſuffer the Words of Reproof, and Exhor- | 


tation. 


1//, Theſe Neglects have been Cruel. If 


no Man ever yet hated his own Fleſh, but 


nouriſhed and cheriſhed it; if a different 
Temper, and Uſage towards this mortal cor- 
ruptible Part, would be cenſured by the Law 
of Reaſon, or Religion, ſure the Crime can- 
not want for Aggravation, when the Soul 
neglected, for which Chriſt died. Murderers 
of Fathers and Mothers are reckoned a- 


mong the moſt abandoned, and abominable; | 


but how ſhall we paint your Guilt, who 


are 
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are Self-Deſtroyers? That are without one 
kind Thought towards Souls made after the 
Image of God. Say, Sinner, ſuch an unna- 
*cural Creature have I been; not only want- 
ing to ſerve myſelf, but an Imbruer of mine 
Hands in mine own Blood. Conſider, 
2. That as your Neglects dave been 
cruel, ſo your Danger is great. Who can tell 
that God will give you a longer Space for 
Repentance, or an Heart to repent? And if 
you have not both, your Ruin is as certain, 
as it's certain that God is true. This may 
be your laſt Sabbath, your laſt Day. Rez 
peated Slights give you no juſt Hopes of fur- 
ther Patience; but contrarily ſhould awaken 
your Fears of impending Wrath, and Judg- 


ment at the Door. Should thy Soul be this 


Night required of thee, and he is a Fool who 


© dares affirm otherwiſe, think what is meant 
© by being in outer Darkneſs ; with the Devil 


and his Angels. Is there but the frail Thread 


of natural Life, ſnapr in ſunder in the twink- 


ling of an Eye, between thee, Sinner, and the 
ſecond Death? Do not cry Peace. for thou 
art in Jeopardy every Moment. Yer, 

3. Your Caſe is not remedileſs, nor deſpe- 
tate. The Saviour to whom you have been 
x long, too long eſtranged, is the Lover of Souls: 
wants not, cannot want either Will, or 
; Power, to ſuccour and relieve ſuch as come . 
to him, that they may have Life. Pray to 
5 him, fo a Mind thus illuminated ; a Will 
1 thus diſpoſed ; that he would work that in 
8 E you, 
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you, which you cannot do for your-ſelf, 
That he would not ſay it's too late, when 


weary and heavy laden, you come to him 
for Reſt; or refuſe the Truſt, when you | 
commit your Spirit into his Hand. A Ne- 
ceſſity lies upon you; I can only ſhew you 


your Duty, and recommend theſe Attempts 


to the divine Bleſſing : It is God muſt open b 
your Underſtanding, ſo as to render the Con- 


victions ſound, ſaving, practical. 


2dly, If Conſcience bears witneſs in your 
Favour (and I would hope the beſt things of 


many here, things accompanying Salvation.) 


1. Be thankful, for this Mark of diſcri- © 
minating Favour. Whence is this to you, 
and not unto the World ? Creatures natu- Þ 
rally as unready to every good Word, and! 
Work, as others? And as unworthy of the! 
Aſſiſtance requir'd to both? How came it Þ 
that you were more thoughtful of your Souls? 


That you ſhould be more affected with their 
Danger and active about their Safety than in!“ 
the caſe with Thouſands? Should ſee the! 
proper Hands in which to leave them, 
which they under the ſame means of In- 
ſtruction, did not perceive? And actually do, 
what many neglected, even againſt the Re- 
monſtrances of their own Minds ? Is not Þ 
this the Lord's doing? It ſhould be mar- 
vellous in your Eyes. In your Lips Praiſe is Þ 


comely, the want of it indecent: his. Glory 


ſhould be your Song while in the Houſe of 


your Pilgrimage. 


2, Walk 
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2. Walk humbly with your God. Be 
not high-minded ; the more you have re- 
ceiv'd, not as Debt, but Grace, the more 
you owe. Boaſting is excluded, and ſuch 
s glory muſt glory in the Lord alone. 
There is a Vanity that is natural to us: 
eren ſpiritual Privileges will puff up, elate and 
'F fwell the Mind: Thus Manna bred a Worm. 
No Temper is more offenſive to God, or ab- 
ſurd, and incongruous to our Character as 
fallen Creatures. That you had an Heart 
to know, fear and chooſe God, was be- | 
| cauſe he had fer his Love upon you, not | 
for Beauty or Worth excelling, but it was 1 
thus, Father, becauſe it, ſo ſeemed good in thy 
Sight. The higher he has advanced you, be 
© ſtill the lower in your own Eyes: Pride goes 
before Deſtruction, and an haughty Spirit 
before a Fall. 
Z. Truſt him without wavering in leſs 
matters, with whom you have depoſited 
your Soul. Never ſay, can God prepare a 
Table in the Wilderneſs? Can he provide 
Fleſh for his People? Is your Redeemer, 
your Husband, the Lord of Hoſts, the 
Lord God of Truth his Name? Then he 
can do, whatever he will do, and if he has 
made no Covenant with Day and Night, | 
may prove ſlack concerning his many Promi- 
ſes to you. Have no diſtreſſing anxious | 
Thoughts about Trifles ; if you continue to | 
ſeek the Kingdom of God, and his Righte- { 
ouſneſs, you ſhall not fail in the grand points, 
by E 2 and 
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and other things ſhall be added (or caſt in) 


to you. 
| 4 Think with Frequency and Pleaſure F 
| of your approaching Change. That your 
time of Vanity, and Labour under the Sun, | 
is running off apace ; and your Salvation | 
every Day nearer than when you firſt be- 
lieved. That it will not be long, ere you | 
are got above the reach of Temptation, and) 
where neither Satan or Sin ſhall diſturb you | 
more. He is a wiſe Man that dies daily, | 
who ſpares no Diligence neceſſary to his at- 
taining a full Aſſurancęe of Hope unto the 
end. He is happy who can conclude upon“ 
good Grounds, that the Day of his Redemp- 
tion draws nigh ; and the Day of his Death 
will be a better one than the Day in which | 
it was ſaid there is a Man-child born into! 
the World. Whoſe Loins are girt, and his! 
Lamp trimmed, and he ready to depatt to Þ 
be with Chriſt. Meditate. on ſuch things, 
Chriſtian, give yourſelf wholly to them, | 
| and your profiting will appear. To con- 
clude, | 
| 5. Beware of charging God fooliſhly, 
| when he calls home ſuch as have been 

| near, and dear to you, as the Fulfilment of 
| his Covenant, and in virtue of the Refig-Þ 
| nation they have made of their Souls to him.! 
| Nor are we in ſmall Danger by ſuch Provi-F ; 
| dences, if the Heart be not kept as with aÞ 
Bridle. God has touched you of this! 
Church, in a moſt ſenſible part, in remov- 
ing i 
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4 ing your Miniſter, who was a burning 


and ſhining Light: be ſtill under his mighty 
Hand that is lifted up, and tho you bemoar 
yourſelves, take heed of Murmuring. Thirty 
Years, come the 15th of next September, had 
he been ſerving Chriſt, and his Peoples Souls 
in the work of the Goſpel. Near twenty 
ſeven of theſe * were you favoured with his 
moſt edifying Labours. A choſen richly 
furniſhed Veſſel ! He had the Tongue of the 
Learned, and well knew how to ſpeak a Word 
in Seaſon : was a Preacher that found out 


acceptable Words. I believe, that but few 
had ſo general a 1 N this Way, or 


* were more cut out for extenſive Uſefulneſs. 
The Matter or Subſtance of his ſtated Miniſ- 


\ — 2 _ „ 


try, was the great things of God. How 
clear his Thoughts? His Zeal, and Affec- 
tion how beautifully regulated, you well 
know. Lou were not put off with dry 
abſtruſe Speculations, or teaz d with Ha- 
rangues that only gender Strife; but had 
both Milk and Meat as you could bear, the 
ſound and wholeſom Proviſions of the Fa- 
mily in Variety, and with Elegance; he had 
received of the Lord, what he delivered to 
you. And who that was uſed to attend him, 
but concluded that he Believed, and therefore 


Spoke? Many hundreds will miſs him, eſ- 


Mr. Vilox was Ordained by Mr. Spademan, Mr. Tong, 
Mr. Robinſon, and Mr. Sheffield, at Abbots Rooding in Eſſex, Sept. 
15, 1703. Choſen Aſſiſtant to Mr. Doolitile, October 27, 1706. 
whom he Succeeded. 
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pecially upon the return of Sacramental | 
Occafions. What a crouded Audience, has 
encouraged your Saturday Evening Lecture, 
for a courſe of Yeats ? Perſons of different 
Denominatians and Communions, have hung 
upon his Lips, their Hearts burning within 
them while he opened to them the Scriptures, | 
He was no Bigot, yet firm and ſteddy to | 
his Principles. Facetious, without Levity. | 
Charitable, without Oſtentation. He de- 
ſerved well from the World, but expected 
little from it. In both Publick and Pri- 
vate, he was an Ornament to his Character; 
and full of Grace and Peace, tho not of 
Days, his Lord and ours has taken him: 
taken him away by a ſudden Stroke, for he 
needed not any formal Notice. May he 
ſanctify the Breach; may a praying Spirit 
be more than ever at Work among you; 
that the Lord of the Harveſt may intereſt 
himſelf in your future Supply; for tho the 
Harveſt indeed is great, faithful Labourers, 
are comparatively few. May he be a God 
of Truth keeping Covenant with his Ser- 
vants ſurviving Seed; and each of us make 
ſuch a wiſe Improvement of what we have 
ſeen or heard, as that for us to live may be 
Chriſt, and to die be Gain: our exchanging 
Worlds, bring us to the Perfection of Feli- 
city, which as Chriſtians we are wiſhing, and 
waiting for. 7 
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